
 

 

 

               Issue 143 April 2022 
Coming Up at Tawa Squash 

 

Winter Interclub May 3rd and 4th start  
Tawa Open Tournament May 5th – 8th 

Tawa Masters May 26th – 29th 
 

Every Month 
 

Junior Club Night  5pm – 7pm Fridays in School Term, $5, Free for members 
Small Nix (5-8 year olds) 5pm – 5:30pm Fridays in School Term, No Charge 

Senior (Adults) Club Night Fridays in school term 7pm – 9pm No Charge 
Mums N Bubs Thursdays from 9:30am – 11am $5 non members, members free 

 

COURT 4  
Geordie Grieve has stood down from president, a role he took on with the promise of getting court 4 built. To 
Geordies great credit, this is now showing tremendous progress. We are still hoping for a June completion although 
we will be at the mercy of the current operating environment. An example of the frustrations builder experience on a 
daily basis has briefly affected the project – additional scaffold is now required to be extended to the roof line BUT the 
scaffold company has 15 workers away from work!  
 
We had our final grant request rejected, again on account of the trusts lack of funds although they are going to relook 
at it when the have their next funding meeting in May. 
Although we have funds available to complete the court build, the added niceties that will complement the new feature 
will likely be postponed for a few months allowing us to apply for assistance specifically for the smaller projects.      

WATERSMITH TAWA B & BELOW March 24th – 27th 
A very successful tournament was held despite the current pandemic. Competitors from around the region (70 from 
outside the Tawa Club) were keen to engage although several withdrew after the draw was finalised, some through 
injury but many through unexpected isolation requirements. This ultimately led to a quiet final day with several gaps 
in the draw. Both men’s and women’s divisions were won by youngsters, the women’s by MacKenzie Tait from 
Masterton and the men’s by Tawa’s Ollie Dunbar. 
 
Thanks to Andrew Smith at WATERSMITH PLUMBING AND GAS for his kind and generous sponsorship. 
Results were: ********* 
 

Shirts available at the bar 
Lots of sizes, mens and women’s tee shirts are for sale for $45. The material is different to the previous batch and is 
more in line with what we have previously had. We have women’s V neck, men’s round neck tees, and men’s polo 
neck. We also have a few woman’s singlets. 
 

 
 
AGM Results 
The AGM on March 13th was relatively uneventful although it had a huge highlight - a well overdue presentation for 
life membership for Martin Finnimore. 
 
 
The elected committee for this year is: 
 
President - Anthony Bowe            Vice President - Craig Nicol             Treasurer - Kim Grieve 
Women’s Co-ordinator - Nicola Ward-Thomas              Property Co-ordinator: Chris Appleby 
 
 
 
 
 



Bar and Pro Shop Hours 

Normally: 

Mon  5pm - 8pm 

Tue  5pm - 10pm 

Wed 5pm - 10pm 

Thu 5pm - 10pm 

Fri 5pm - 8pm 

Weekends  As required or by 

appointment. 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
a 

Tawa Squash Club 

232 8200 

info@tawasquash.co.nz 

www.tawasquash.co.nz 
a 

Club Manager 

Peter Bowers 

027 6SQUASH 

(0276 778 274) 
 

President 

Anthony Bowe 

021 280 2230 
 

Club Captain 

Aaron Havill 

027 777 5038 
 

Junior Convenor 

Vacant 

info@tawasquash.co.nz 
 

Interclub Convenor 

Aaron Havill 

027 777 5038 
 

Coaches 

Evan Williams 

027 420 7922 

Matt Green 

020 41852882 

 
Club Captain(s) – Aaron Havill and Chris Sinclair 
Squash Development Co-ordinator – Anthony Bowe (in addition to the president’s role) 
General Committee Members - John Wolyncewicz, Anna du Plessis & Cheryl Nicholson  
Junior Convenor – No Nominations 
 
Life Membership – Martin Finnimore 
Kicking of the AGM was the awarding of a well overdue life membership 
awarded to Martin Finnimore.  While many current members won’t know 
Martin, or understand how he has served Tawa Squash, it is important to 
understand that his significant efforts in the 1990’s and early 2000’s ensured 
the club grew out of the doldrums it was in at the time enabling us to thrive 
once this hard work was done. 
 
Over a 16 year period he periodically stood up as club captain (4 times), 
membership manager (for 10 consecutive years), club night co-ordinator (and he had club 
nights “pumping”), and committee member. This included organising interclub and running 
tournaments. His infectious attitude and personality meant if you were trying out squash at 
Tawa there was a significant chance you would join soon afterwards. 
 
Congratulations “Mr Membership” – this award is hugely deserved and significantly overdue.  
 
Junior Convenor 

After two years of not having a Junior Co-ordinator, Abby 
Wotten (pictured), a member at Tawa since 2020 and a very 
handy player destined to become A grade in the not too distant 
future, has put her hand up to take on this responsibility. This is 
great news for the club.  Abby has been helping Matt Green with the Monday 

night coaching programme and also helping at some junior club nights. She has a self 
confessed real passion for kids. 
 
This is an incredibly important role and it is essential that club members, as well as parents of 
juniors, support Abby to ensure she is free to develop her own initiatives to grow the game at 
this critical level.  Already we have 4 parents/grandparents who have put their hand up to 
help and hopefully this will lead to the beginning of another golden era for junior squash at 
Tawa. 
 
Head 800 Women’s Series 
This is a brilliant series of one day events for women new to squash. It is always held on a 

Sunday and at different clubs. The more events you play the more chance of winning a prize regardless of how many 
games you win. You have to be on the grading list but under 800 points and there are 6 events all at different clubs. 2 
rounds have already been played.  The next event is at Mana Squash on Sunday 1st May. More details can be found at 
 https://squashwellington.org.nz/content/uploads/2022/03/Womens-HEAD-800-poster.pdf 
 

Juniors 900 series 
This is a similar model to the women’s event except it is for J grade juniors. Tawa is hosting this event on Sunday June 
19th. Up to 3 games per child for a nominal charge of $5 is exceptional value and fun. 
The next event is at Martinborough on Sunday May 8th. Entries can be through iSquash or by emailing the local co 
ordinator. More details can be found at https://squashwellington.org.nz/content/uploads/2022/02/Head-9Hundy.pdf 
 
SQUASH TOURNAMENTS - TAWA RUNS THE MOST OF THESE IN WELLINGTON  
Did you know that Tawa runs at least 2 more of its own tournaments each year than any other club in the Wellington? 
That is 7 a year! Plus this year we are hosting a regional and a national event.  
The burden of these events fall back onto a small volunteer group making the Club vulnerable should something 
happen to part or all of this group – a much more likely threat in the current operating environment. As a 
consequence we are seeking members to put their hands up to help out with at least 1 of these events each year.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assistance required is to assist with:  

• helping with the draw (under the tutelage of experienced club captain Aaron Havill),  
• helping fill the volunteer roster,  
• helping market the tournament, and  
• providing additional ideas that may make the event even more memorable (eg refereeing initiatives, 

entertainment, raffles, prizes, spot prizes.) 
 
What’s in it for you? 

• Knowing you are part of a well organised machine that has a nationwide reputation of being friendly and 
accommodating hosts and for running great events, 

• Gaining increased knowledge and enhanced event management skill set, 
• Preferential playing times! 
• Personal satisfaction. 

 
What’s in it for the club? 

• Less reliance on a very small group of volunteers, thereby reducing levels of Club vulnerability, 
• Gaining more ideas and therefor more successful events, 
• Increased revenues due to bigger events, 
• Increased depth of knowledge within the club, critical for succession planning, 
• Improved club spirit and comradery 

 
The events we host are: 
 
Tawa Open May 5-8 
Tawa Masters May 26-29 
Tawa Ham & Turkey Dec 7-11 
Tawa Club Champs Sept 15-17 
2022 Wellington B Grade Superchamps July 29-31 
2022 NZ National B Grade Superchamps Finals Sept 21-24 
Tawa Women’s March 2023 
Tawa B Grade and Below March 2023 
 
If we can get 20 or 30 members to help organise just one tournament a year each the Club Captains role will be much 
easier, the events will undoubtedly be improved, and there will be more buzz around the club. 
 
If you would like to assist with any one (or more) of these events, please respond to info@tawasquash.co.nz 
 
 
 
A-Z FLOORING TAWA OPEN - May 5th – 8th  
Malcolm and Nicola have kindly agreed to sponsor our open tournament again. The poster is out and entries are being 
received from iSquash or on the noticeboard at the squash club. This is open to all those on the grading list from A-F 
grade.  This tournament showcases the top squash players from our region, players who make the game look easier 
than many of us make it look. If you would like to help organise this tournament please respond to 
info@tawasquash.co.nz. Every little bit of help eases the pressure on the Club Captains role, something Aaron Havill 
would be more than happy with. 
 
TOTALFLOW AND NORTH CITY MOTORS TAWA MASTERS May 26th – 29th 
Richie Hoare and Craig Nicol have combined again to underwrite our incredibly popular Masters tournament. 
Hopefully the Covid effect will have diminished enough by late May to allow us the freedom to host and entertain our 
members and guests in the same tradition we have over the last several years. This includes free food all weekend 
(kindly prepared and donated by our members) and Saturday night entertainment. 
As with all tournaments, this doesn’t run itself and, due to the unique model we have created, additional resources are 
required from that which we need for our other tournaments. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Help Needed. 
TOURNAMENT ORGANISERS WANTED 
As explained earlier in the newsletter, we are trying to build the Club’s depth of knowledge on how to run a 
tournament and we seek up to six members to assist with the set up and running of this event. This includes helping 
with the draw (under the tutelage of experienced club captain Aaron Havill), helping fill the volunteer roster, helping 
market the tournament (effective immediately), and providing additional ideas that may make the event even more 
memorable.  
 

 
FOOD CO-ORDINATOR FOR THE MASTERS WANTED 
We require a “Food Co-ordinator” as we are again providing complimentary food for players and spectators.  There 
is no cooking required, just co-ordinating with food donors when and where to deliver their contributions. Please 
respond to info@tawasquash.co.nz if you can help.  
 

 
FOOD WANTED – YOUR SPECIAL CREATION 
One area we shine in year after year is the brilliant array of complimentary food thAT club members provide for our 
players and guests at The Tawa Master’s.  This year will be no different. To maintain this reputation we again ask for 
help from our members to donate a dish (or two!) to the cause. Whatever your speciality is it will be appreciated. This 
may range from homemade bread to a casserole, pizza to quiche, scones to muffins, soups to salads, cakes to biscuits, 
chillies to pastas, savouries to snacks…..the list is endless.  
 
If you can help please respond to info@tawasquash.co.nz and advise what you are happy to provide. 
 
Where was this? 
This is now Cobb and Co. in Porirua. It was previously McDonalds first restaurant and 
subsequently their national headquarters, it shared the space at the time with the Porirua 
Squash and Sauna Centre circa 1976. 
The winner of a free grip, free ball or drink from the bar is….Murray Dahm. Thanks for the 
interest from the others who got this right Peter Highsted, Darrin Leggett, Maree Dargan and 
Alison McCabe. Note: all entrants are all well over 21 years old! 
 

 
SQUASH WELLINGTON BOARD MEMBERS REQUIRED 
The Squash Wellington AGM, hosted via Zoom on Monday 28th March, had only 2 nominations for the 4 person 
board. As a consequence they cannot govern so have called for expressions of interest from clubs for more board 
members which can then be elected in a modified process to help ensure Squash Wellington can still operate. If you 
are interested, or know anyone who may be, please respond to info@tawasquash.co.nz. More information is available 
on the responsibilities of board members on request.   
 
Welcome to our Latest New Members  
Belinda Taylor – a friend of recently joined Tracey-Lee Viviers and now under Isabel Bekkers wing – new women to 
the club, especially with a South African accent, are always made to feel so welcome by Izy. 
Jess Nairn and Shaun Ritchie – a couple now living in Tawa and hitting on a weekly basis. 
Welcome to Tawa squash – may you be made to feel welcome and valued by our other members.  
 
Thanks to our Sponsors 
Please support our Sponsors as they provide immense help to our Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


