
 

 

 

               Issue 140 December 2021 
 

APOLOGIES 
There was no newsletter published in November on account of an increased work load. This 
newsletter should enable you all to catch up on happenings since October. 
 
EXCAVATION HAS BEGUN 
20 December 2021 – a day to remember. Court 4 is officially 
underway with excavation now started. Fingers are crossed 
that we have plain sailing until completion but after the last 
18 months nothing will surprise.   
 

We have reached 99% of the required $451,000 
funding required and more initiatives will be 
launched in the new year to ensure complementary 
work can be undertaken.  For more information 
go to ????????? 
 

NZ Masters Tournament at Tawa Oct 15th – 17th Cancelled 
The eagerly awaited NZ Masters Tournament was sadly cancelled due to restrictions imposed 
by COVID 19. Unfortunately next year’s tournament has already been allocated to an 
alternative region so we won’t have an opportunity to host this again for some years. 
 
Replacement Tournament(s) 
Squash Wellington has assigned the National B Grade Superchamps to Tawa which is 
scheduled for the end of September. This was allocated without us having to make 
representations with a formal expression of interest and after accepting the responsibility we 
were asked if we could also host the “Regional” B Grade Superchamps in July. That’s 2 extra 
tournaments next year – it will be a busy time. Let’s hope we can operate more easily than we 
have been able to the last 2 seasons. 
 

Congratulations Ellen and Damon 
The annual Harcourt’s Tawa Squash Club Champs event was as big as can be remembered 
with 62 entries (up from 48 last year!) As is traditional now, a sit down meal during prize 
giving was followed by a fun evening enjoying the company of club mates.  Some of the 
divisional champions decided to celebrate with a variety of cocktails shared from their newly 
presented silverware and it was generally agreed none of the cocktails would have won any 
prizes for taste or appearance!   
 
For the record, the trophy winners were: 

 
Men’s Champion Damon Winter                Women’s Champion Ellen Verry 
Men’s B Division Jacob Burt                      Women’s B Division Mary-Ellen Wakefield 
Men’s C Division Steve Loader                   Women’s C Division Jennifer Petersen 
Men’s D Division Matt Leahy 
Men’s E Division James Rukuwai  
Men’s F Division Viraj Mahadik 
 
There were also acknowledgements for those who made representative teams, our sole superchamps winning team and 
the presentation of the final three trophies: 
Lenette Inglis Memorial Trophy for Most Improved Woman: Kylie Summers 
Mike Grant Cup Most Improved Man: Conrad Wildig 
Cowan Cup – most valuable club member outside of the committee Terry Henry 
 

 

Bar and Pro Shop Hours 

Normally: 

Mon  5pm - 8pm 

Tue  5pm - 10pm 

Wed 5pm - 10pm 

Thu 5pm - 10pm 

Fri 5pm - 8pm 

Weekends  As required or by 

appointment. 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
a 

Tawa Squash Club 

232 8200 

info@tawasquash.co.nz 

www.tawasquash.co.nz 
a 

Club Manager 

Peter Bowers 

027 6SQUASH 

(0276 778 274) 
 

President 

Geordie Grieve 

027 493 6689 
 

Club Captain 

Aaron Havill 

027 777 5038 
 

Junior Convenor 

Vacant 

info@tawasquash.co.nz 
 

Interclub Convenor 

Aaron Havill 

027 777 5038 
 

Coaches 

Evan Williams 

027 420 7922 

Matt Green 

020 41852882 

 



REMEMBER YOU CAN EARN $500 for the club. 
HARCOURTS TAWA is now providing the club $500 for 
any property they sell on behalf of a club member who nominates Tawa Squash as the recipient.  If 
you have any real estate requirements at all contact Mike 027 442 3640 or Steve on 027 442 0808. 

And if you sell your property through them, Tawa Squash will receive $500.00. 
 
 

Home Services Tawa Squash Doubles November 26th and 27th    
Our newest regular tournament, kindly sponsored by Aaron Havill of Home Services, was down 
on numbers due to conflicting squash events around Wellington (most of them delayed on account 

of COVID.) 
Never the less it was a successful and enjoyable couple of days with some great outfits on show and 
some competitive squash, none more so 
than the final won 11-9 in the deciding set. 
 

The winners of the open division were Thorndon’s Tom and 
Jerry (Lincoln North & Joshua Harrison pictured in white 
tops) while the mixed division saw Kapiti’s “Cuppa Tea 
Coasters” (Nicki Gibbs with headgear and James Gould in the 
red dress with the flowing blond hair!) take out the honours.   

 

Also pictured is Richie Hoare (in his work clothes!) with playing partner Carolyn Thompson. 
 
 

Tawa Squash Ham & Turkey Tournament – December 7th – 12th (Tuesday – Sunday)    
This tournament was initially over subscribed but with over 30 withdrawing for a variety of reasons once the “Traffic 
Light” system came in we settled on accommodating 144 players from Tuesday through to Sunday. The response by 
participants and visitors towards the My Vaccine Pass was fantastic. This was another successful event with plenty of 
good feedback and it was, as always, a fitting and novel end to the year for Tawa Squash. 
A highlight this year was the initiative of Mana’s Kerryn Woods. She was chomping at the bit to play but didn't make 
contact until after entries had closed. We finally found a slot for her after a couple of pull outs. Kerryn announced at 
prizegiving that she was going to donate her prize to the Women's Refuge.  When this was mentioned others hopped 
on board and donated a ham, 2 turkeys and 3 more chooks! 
 
 

Shirts Are Here… 
Shirts have arrived and are for sale for $45. The material is different to the previous 
batch and is more in line with what we have previously had. We have women’s V neck 
tees (pictured), men’s round neck tees, and men’s polo neck. Existing stock, including 
ladies singlets, will also sell for the same price even though the cost price was almost 
$70. 

 
 

Summer Fun embraced by our members 
Our very popular Summer Fun competition has again been successful with over 60 wanting to 
participate. Unfortunately we could only take 30 a night (Tuesday and Wednesday.)  Craig 
Nicol of North City Motors generously provided sponsorship each week including a $200 car 
servicing voucher for the best Xmas attire on the middle Tuesday and Wednesday of the 
competition – the winners (photographed) were Anneliese (Tue) and Jenny “The Grinch” 

(Wed.) 
 
 

Help Still Needed – Junior Coordinator 
We have stumbled through the year with no Junior Co-ordinator which has been somewhat of a disappointment 
especially considering how much we pride ourselves on being a progressive club and having a strong volunteer base. If 
you would like to help in this crucial area, even in a job sharing arrangement, please make contact via return email so 
we can get something locked in for 2022. It isn’t an onerous role but it is an important one. 
 
Did you know that from our junior programme in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s we experienced significant success? 
Tawa College (comprised entirely of Tawa Squash Club members) won the national secondary school competition 
beating Auckland Grammar 5-0 in the final. Several players at this time learnt their trade here and went on to become 
A grade players including the Williams and the Martin brothers, with one of them, Evan Williams, having represented 
New Zealand over the last few years as well as winning last year’s NZ Open. 
 
While not expecting to emulate these significant successes, we are still mindful of our obligation to keep squash alive 



and well for the sake of the sport and the club. This must start at the nursery stage. If you are in a position to help, 
and to work alongside Matt Green (who is doing some great work already), please respond to this newsletter 
info@tawasquash.co.nz even if it is just to get more information of what’s required. 
 

How can I arrange games with other members of a similar level? 
The notice board has an additional form for those happy to provide their details publicly so they can be available to 
have a casual with other members. If you add your name, mobile and approximate playing level, your details will 
remain available for other club members to contact you for a hit.  Conversely you may also use the list to contact other 
members of a similar level to play against. 
 Alternatively, or additionally, you may wish to make your phone number available to other members on the Hello 
Club booking system. To do this, log in to the Hello Club booking system and under Profile, select Member Details, 
then Directory, and then tick whatever information you would like to make available.   
 

Obituary- Joy Bilby 
It was with much sadness that Joy Bilby passed away last week.  A former member, both Joy and 
her husband Grahame were members from 1974 to 1988. Both were committee members, with 
Grahame voted in as President from 1982-1985 and her last association with the club was at the 50th 
Jubilee in 2015. The clubs sympathies have been expressed to Grahame and family with a card. 
 
Welcome to our Latest New Members  
Daniel Turley – has joined as a pay to play member complementing his tennis and badminton passions. Once he gets 
to know some of our members I’m sure Squash will become his favourite. 
Luke Tough – a high B1 at Thorndon, Luke has bought a house in Tawa and logically joined a club much closer to 
home. 
Ning Sun – had played with friends in Auckland but is now trying to get back into it now she is living in Johnsonville. 
Shane Cowlishaw – has joined as a pay to play to see how squash can fit into his busy life. 
Sophia Hawkes – loving junior club night so has taken the plunge and joined. 
Dilpreet Singh and Santosh Venepally – workmates and flat mates – have joined to play off peak as they both work 
during our peak times.  
Ebed Pohl – son of Werner.  
Greg Whyte – works for Ronnie Bekker so had no option of which club to join even though he’s living out the Hutt!!  
Samantha McGrath & Oliver Tripp – friends who have joined up to have a work out together. 
 
Welcome to Tawa squash – may you be made to feel welcome and valued by our other members.  
 

Thanks to our Sponsors 
Please support our Sponsors as they provide immense help to our Club 
 
 

 
 
 

 


