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Coming Up at Tawa Squash
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When are we likely to re-open?
Regrettably it is still a wee way away before we do so. However we have to be getting closer
whenever that date may be!!
When we do get to alert level three we will still be prevented, based on present rules and their
interpretation, from being able to open as a club to play squash and to socialise.
Hopefully we will get to alert level 2 reasonably soon after, which according to current rules will
still require physical distancing of at least 1 metre. Unfortunately, from my observations, when
the majority of Tawa Squash Club players “clear the ball” on court you couldn’t fit a 30cm ruler
between the players, let alone a 1 meter gauge and I suspect therefore that Squash play won’t be
able to resume until we at least reach alert level 1. If you have any queries around clearing the
ball, our resident experts Krishna and “D grade Des” will be happy to discuss!
NOTE – it’s about a month now since any Tawa Squash member was hit by a racket, a ball or a
person on court! I guess this is a silver lining?
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How can we minimise the risk when we reopen?
We will create a set of easy to follow rules which will need to be adhered to by all when we reopen. Broadly speaking this is likely to include a register for EVERYONE to sign IN AND OUT
every time they enter and depart the club to enable ease of contact tracing should it be required.
Should the need arise this register will also have the ability of being cross checked against our
CCTV footage. There will also be additional cleaning/sanitising that will be undertaken along
with the provision of hand sanitisers.

There may also be other novel ways, at least to start with, of creating extra and practical
safeguards with a touch of fun amongst members. This could include initiatives like wearing a
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head band to prevent constantly wiping perspiration from your brow with your hand, scooping
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Hours up with your racket head and serving without touching the ball with your hand (which incidentally is legal), or
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wearing of safety eyewear which may help protect eyes from both squash and viral collusion. Do send
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may have in this regard to info@tawasquash.co.nz
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Adopt a member……
5pm - 8pm
Today’s
economic
climate has changed significantly resulting in a few members having to reluctantly put their
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membership on hold. This is sad for both the member and the club so an initiative that may help to preserve the
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at Tawa Squash would be for those fortunate enough to have weathered the storm with minimal damage
Normally:
toMon
“adopt”5pman
existing member who may need it. A kind gratuity of $100 (or a multiple of it) will preserve another (or
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more)
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membership for three months at which stage it is hoped personal circumstances may have changed
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the adoptee to take back the subscription payments.
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have kicked
Once enough money is available to support this concept, the
5pm - 8pm this off and pledged the first $100.
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appropriate
member(s) will be approached to confirm they are happy to “be adopted” (some may not feel comfortable
During Tournaments
with
this arrangement.) Please note that this should be treated as “family assistance”, not charity, on account of the
*During competitions
several members who feel the club is an extension of their family. And at times like this we want to keep the family
together. Absolute confidentiality will be maintained and the name of the specific adopter and adoptee will only be
made available to each other if they both agree to it. Otherwise the names will not be made available. The names will
not be publicised to other members.
Fri

Winter Sports Decimated – Tawa Squash to Help with new member offer
Virtually all winter sports have had their 2020 season seriously curtailed from new juniors to high performance teams.
This affects kids as much as anyone and many of us are well aware of the impact of a Saturday sport programme
being cancelled due to the weather – kids cooped up inside can often drive the parents potty. And that’s after just one
day of no sport! As a consequence Tawa Squash is making an offer out to other winter sports groups to join up and
receive their first three months of membership at half price. This is only for new memberships and is designed to
provide enjoyable and increased activity until summer. Hopefully most of those who do take up the offer will feel

Squash has been beneficial to them and may continue playing it as a complementary sport that helps them with their
fitness, agility and stamina. As it will be difficult to identify and connect specifically with the target audience, it is
likely we will offer this to the general public as well through a variety of mediums, particularly on line. In this case all
Tawa Squash Club members will have a role to play in this by promoting this concept amongst friends, family and
acquaintances. It will also apply to those existing club members who join other family members which may result in
an upgrade of their current membership (eg changing full senior to couple or family.)

ANZAC Day

With ANZAC day coming up on Saturday 25th and no physical services being held, you are encouraged to show a
picture or object depicting a poppy, or another appropriate ANZAC representation, in your front window to
acknowledge the sacrifices made by all of those who went to war.
It’s true that the pandemic we are currently experiencing is devastating but it is comforting to know that we aren’t
being randomly attacked by bullets, bombs, chemicals and other nasties thousands of kilometres away from home
while sleeping in trenches, eating rationed tinned beef and fighting off illnesses.
So show your support during this next week with a poppy theme (or similar) in your window and take
time on Saturday to remember those who have served their country. It would be an appropriate time to
also spare a thought for those who have passed away from COVID-19 and their grieving families who
have struggled to say “goodbye” the way they wanted. And while on a sentimental journey, feel free to
include in your thoughts the fantastic work of the COVID-19 front line staff, especially the medical
teams who have kept casualties to an absolute minimum whilst increasing their vulnerability to the virus.

Free Online Squash Fitness Sessions
Nick Mita has been and continues to run a free online squash fitness programme on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays at 7pm and on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays at 10am. Nick goes live on his Facebook 10 minutes
beforehand. Do go ahead and friend “Nick Mita” on Facebook and then join in. You just need a little bit of space in
your garage, lounge, deck or the outside to fully participate. Over 150 have participated so far at different times from
all over NZ, Australia, Rarotonga, Saudi Arabia and beyond. From beginners to advanced, the program suits all. It’s
free and is designed to keep us all in touch and fit.

How well do you know your squash rules? WIN a prize.
Please have a look at this humourous clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxR365zcCwI
Is this a “let”, “no let” or a “stroke”? Please also provide an explanation as to your reasoning for your decision.
The best answer will win the choice of a free grip, a free squash ball or two free drinks from the bar when we do open.
Send your response to info@tawasquash.co.nz

Send your best stories or captions from your COVID-19 experiences…
These two captions were borrowed from Malcolm Sparrow’s regular Tawa Community
Newsletter. Malcolm does a brilliant job sending these out monthly. If you
would like to be on the distribution list and/or read back copies go to
http://www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html

Thanks to our Sponsors
Please support our Sponsors as they provide immense help to our Club

